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A NOTE FROM FR. SCOTT...

Sunday | was invited to attend 5 different events. (Two
weeks before Christmas seems to be the ideal time to celebrate
the season.) | was able to attend two of them, both very pleas-
ant gatherings: the Altar Rosary luncheon/dinner and the
Wanda Circle luncheon/dinner. (I left one early and arrived late
at the other.)

The Wanda Circle gathering included a raffle; the number
of items raffled was considerable. | was asked to draw the win-
ning tickets. As it so often happens, 2 or 3 people had their
tickets drawn many times, while others waited and waited to no
avail. (Actually, there were so many items | think everyone got
at least one—I only drew my own ticket once, but that was fine;
| didn’t want them to think | was cheating!)

As we go through life, it does seem as if some people have
more luck than others. (When | watch “Wheel of Fortune” it irks
me when one player wins all the money and the others get noth-
ing.) There is something within us that thinks everything ought
to be fair; everything ought to be equal—that’s why we fight for
equality. However, at best, the existing world echoes George
Orwell’s Animal Farm: “All animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others.” There will probably always be the
haves and the have nots; if you're a “have”, you don’t want to be
a “not”. If you're a “not” you want to be a “have”. Equality
would suggest that no one should be a “have” and no one
should be a “not”; we should all be “have enough’s.

But that’s not the case and what prevents that from hap-
pening is the power of sin.

Into such a world came Jesus. Jesus came to save us
from the power of sin, but Jesus didn’t eradicate sin from the
world. He came to show that the power of God is ultimately
stronger than the power of sin. And he came to call us to be
disciples, to ask us to reflect with our lives the Kingdom of God
among us, to reflect the light of faith with which Jesus fills us.

In this world the Kingdom will never be complete, but it
can continue to grow. And that's why we strive to follow the
example of Jesus: every time we cooperate with Jesus, we get
a little closer to a world of equality because we strive to love as
Jesus loves (and Jesus loves us all unconditionally and equally,
not some of us more than others).

No, things will never be totally fair in this life; some
people will be luckier than others. But that shouldn’t really mat-
ter; God blesses people in different ways. Those who have
been blessed more, more is expected of them. Those who
have been blessed less, less is expected.

We are called to do the best with what we've been
given. If we do, we needn’t worry. We'll all be “have enough’s”.

Have a blessed week . . .

Christmas Mass Schedule
Saturday, December 24
3:00 P.M.—Family Mass (OLL)
5:30 P.M.—Family Mass (St.CB)
Midnight—Christmas Eve Mass (St. C.)

Sunday, December 25
10:00 A.M.—Christmas Day Mass (OLL)

ALL LECTORS, EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND ALTAR
SERVERS: Please sign-up to help with the Christmas Liturgies in
the main sacristy.

Please find the 2012 calendars at Church entrances.
Thank you to Geroulds Pharmacy and Kalec Funeral
Home for their donations of our 2012 Church calendars.

FR. SCOTT’S Q & A SESSION:

Will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2012 from 2:00 PM until 3:30
PM in Our Lady of Lourdes Church Hall. Additional questions are
welcome; watch for the reappearance of the Question Box in early
January. We will finish the initial group of questions before start-
ing on any new ones.

Oplatek—(Polish Christmas Wafers) are avail-

able at the Parish Office.
pieces.

$1/package of 4

Christmas Wafers
(Optatki)

Remember the Mitten Tree in each Church—for both chil- @f’@;}
dren and adults. Thank you! S

Christmas Basket Project: The Social Ministry Committee would
like to thank the parishioners who have so generously volunteered
to prepare and deliver Christmas baskets this year. Please re-
member to pick up the ham or turkey and Tops gift cards for the
family you have “adopted” on Sunday, December 18 between
8:30 AM and Noon at the Parish Office building. You may deliver
the basket at any time that is convenient for you and the family
receiving the basket. May you be blessed in every way this
Christmas season.

*****Bulletin deadline for December 25th bulletin is Friday,
December 16th. There will be no bulletin for January 1, 2012.
Thank you for your cooperation!

The Parish Office will be closed beginning Friday, December
23rd and will reopen on Tuesday, December 27. Fr. Scott,
Deacon Al and staff would like to wish everyone a very blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK: December 18—December 24

Today 8:45 AM.—K-6 Faith Formation Classes, HF Middle
School
8:45 A.M.—Rise & Shine, St. Casimir's Church
Tuesday 11:00 A.M. - Legion of Mary, downstairs, Parish Office

bldg.
7:00 P.M.—Choir Rehearsal, OLL Church
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.—Winter Solstice, OLL Labyrinth
Thursday  6:00 P.M.—Rehearsal for 12/24 3:00 PM Family Mass,
OLL Church

A Christmas Dedication

The 2011 Christmas altar and Church decorations at St. Casimir's
are in memory of Veronica Sadonick.

Merry Christmas,

Dave Ridosh & Fran Kamas

SPIRITUAL LIFE

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS: will be celebrated this year at
3:00 PM at Our Lady of Lourdes with the children participating.
Our young people will also be doing the readings and offering the
gifts, as well as patrticipating in the choir. There will be one re-
hearsal at Our Lady of Lourdes THIS Thursday December 22
at 6:00 PM. Plan now on attending the rehearsal. If your child is
interested in participating, please pick up a sign up sheet at the
Church entrance. Please call Maggie Johnson if you have any
questions or are able to help in any way at 734-0727. Thank you!
Retumn you sign-up sheets as soon as possible.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: All children, 7 and up are invited to join our
Children’'s Choir and sing at the Christmas Eve Family Mass.
What a beautiful way to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Pick up a
sign-up sheet at the Church entrances. Rehearsals will take place
Sunday mornings (during Faith Formation classes) from 9:15 —
9:45 AM in the Auditorium at Holy Family Middle School Sunday,
December 18. See you there!

ADVENT SOUP & SCRIPTURE: Thank you to all who helped
with soup and appreciation to those who were able to attend our
gatherings. Have a wonderful Christmas!

FOOD DRIVE: We have collected 170 items so far for our
Food Drive. The items have been moved and will be used in
the Christmas Baskets. THANK YOU. In helping with the needs
of our brothers and sisters in our community we will be participat-
ing together in collecting non-perishable items to help fill the
shelves in our community food bank. The 6" grade class in our
Faith Formation Program will be leading the drive. Look for the
special marked boxes at the church entrances to leave your dona-
tions as well as send your donation in with your child to their faith
formation class on Sunday’s. By working together we can help
many in our community during the coming holidays and into the
New Year!

ADDITIONAL TIMES FOR CONFESSIONS...
There is one regional communal Penance Service remaining: this
Monday at 7 PM at St. Pat's. Area priests will be present.
Fr. Scott will offer some additional times for individual confes-
sions:

Sunday, December 18 from 1:00-2:00 PM

Tuesday, December 20 from 5:30-6:30 PM

Thursday, December 22 from 5:30-6:30 PM

All will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

FAITH FORMATION: Classes resume TODAY, December 4th at
8:45 AM at Holy Family Middle School. No classes December
25th or January 1st for the observance of Christmas. Classes
resume Sunday, January 8th at 8:45 AM. Merry Christmas!

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN: Will be celebrated
today, December 18 during the 10:00 A.M. Mass at St. Casimir’s.
There will be NO CLW on 12/25 or 1/1/12. Children’s Liturgy of
the Word will resume on Sunday, January 8, 2012 during the
10:00 A.M. Mass at St. Casimir’s Church.

BIBLE STUDY: Both of our Bible Study groups have completed
their studies and have chosen to wait until January 2012 to start
up again. Information for the January plans will be coming in De-
cember. Check our calendar and plan on joining us in the New
Year. Make room for JOY this Advent season!

First Penance 2012—Parents, it’s time to register for First Pen-
ance! Due to the nature of the instruction, we kindly suggest that
your child be in 4th grade or higher to make this special sacra-
ment. If you have not already done so, please pick up a registra-
tion form at any of our three worship sites and fill it out completely.
If your child has not made any other sacraments in our parish,
then please attach a baptismal certificate. There is also a materi-
als fee of $25. (If this is a hardship for you, please let me know)
Then return everything to the parish office either by mail or in per-
son by Uno later than January 10. No late registrations please.
Please note that there will be a mandatory parent meeting on
Tuesday, January 17 at 7:00 PM in Lourdes Church Hall.
Classes will begin for students on Tuesday, January 24. The
ceremony will take place on March 10, You will receive a calendar
in the mail of all other classes, which will also be held on Tuesday
evenings. Questions? Call Lisa Rustici at 734-0727.

HANDS OF CHRIST: The Hands of Christ is a recognition pro-

gram sponsored by the Department of Evangelization and Cate-

chesis of the Diocese of Rochester to assist parishes in affirming

their high school seniors who have been the “Hands of Christ” in

their church, home, school and community. Recognized seniors

are invited to receive a plaque from Bishop Clark at one of three

special Recognition Ceremonies held in March 2012.

Parishioners are invited to nominate a graduating senior who

meets the following CITERIA to receive this very special rec-

oghnition.

e Has consistently demonstrated a Christian attitude by word
and example

e Has been actively involved in the parish as well as their
school or community

e Has been a positive role model to their peers, younger chil-
dren and adults

e [s a practicing Roman Catholic in a parish in the Diocese of
Rochester - attends Mass regularly at Christ the Redeemer

e Is currently a high school senior

Nomination forms are available in the Parish Office and must be

returned to the office by February 7, 2012. Call 734-0727 for

more information.

Winter Solstice Celebration—\We are so fortunate to have the
labyrinth, a powerful spiritual tool, right in our own parish. Come
and celebrate this very special night, Wednesday, December 21
at 7:00 PM, the longest night of the year. Take a step back from
the hustle and bustle and spend some peaceful time with our
Creator. We will serve delicious cookies and hot chocolate after
the brief but beautiful candlelight ceremony.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING LAST SUNDAY: Thank you!
............................................................................ $12,741.07
Immaculate Conception collection................c.c.ooeeie . $3,223.00
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SOCIAL JUSTIGE

The Communit
hetti, and ba

ons.

SPIRITUAL

Eucharistic Adoration every last Friday of the month at 7 PM at
St. Casimir's. Everyone is welcome.

Yoga to Lift Your Spirit: Saturday, January 7th and February
4th from 9:30-10:30 AM in the OLL Church Hall. Colleen LaDe-
lia, a professional yoga instructor, will help us see how yoga can
Yoga is about caring for yourself
while on your yoga mat and sharing God’s love with others
when you are “off your mat.” A suggested donation of $5 will be
donated to the Ladies of Charity. Yoga mats are available if you
do not have one. All ages and abilities welcome! Call 734-0727

deepen our spiritual desire.

to register.

Life Lessons for the New Year: Sunday, January 8, 2:00-3:30
Life Lessons are those precepts
that were first taught by Jesus then reiterated by many famous
spiritual teachers—even Oprah! These lessons, when learned
and adopted by us, can truly change our lives. Lisa Rustici will
share some of these lessons as a way to begin the marvelous
journey from our old selves to our new selves! What a great
way to start the new year! All are welcome! Free will offering!

PM in the OLL Church Hall.

Bible Study with a Twist Wednesdays, January 11, 18, 25

and February 1 from 10:00—11:30 AM in OLL Parish Office
building. The Bible Study group is offering something different.
They are viewing the movie “Matthew” in 4 parts. This movies
gives a profound portrayal of Jesus that you will never forget!
Come and experience this wonderful film for yourself! All are

welcome!

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

New Support Group for the Grieving

The first meeting will be held on Monday, January 9, 2012 at
2:00 PM in the Parish Office building, 304 Demarest Pkwy.
Grieving the loss of a loved one is a process which has no time
table. Many issues and questions arise which can be over-
whelming, such as “How can | manage all of the paperwork?”
“How do I through the holidays as well as anniversaries and
birthdays?” There is hope and help found in a group sharing
similar circumstances. Bill Irwin, a NYS licensed social worker
with a Masters degree in Social Work and a Masters in Divinity,
will be leading the support groups. Call Bill at 732-2918 to regis-

Kitchen is in need of dressings, cheese, spa-
ed beans. Thank you in advance for your dona-

JAZZERCISE AEROBICS openings: Monday/Wednesday, 5:30-
6:30 PM at the McCabe Center, 1100 W. First St., Elmira. $5.00
walk-in fee.

CMA

The 2011-2012 Catholic Ministries Appeal goal for Christ the Re-
deemer is $70,451. Everyone’s pledge is necessary and impor-
tant so that we may arrive at our goal.

To date—263 donors have pledged $33,527.75 towards our goal
of $70,451. We ask all those who have not yet pledged to please
do so. You can also give online at www.dor.org Thank you.

FACE TO FACE: A HIGH SCHOOL PARENT-TEEN RETREAT
(JANUARY 6-7, 2012)

Friday evening, January 6 (7:00 PM start for the teens) and into
Saturday, January 7 (parents arrive at 1 PM); hosted by Blessed
Sacrament Parish at St. Peter and Paul Center (160 High St.).
Cost is $40 (for teen and parent). At least one parent must ac-
company teen. Will end with dinner after the 4:00 PM Saturday
Mass at St. Peter and Paul’s. Registration deadline is December
28. Must register online at www.dor.org/Jan?.

Elmira Catholic Parishes Bulletin:

Starting in January, the three parishes in Elmira will have one re-
gional bulletin.

If you would like an announcement in the bulletin it should go to
Mary Beth Prechtl at Blessed Sacrament, 604 Park Place, Elmira
14901, or e-mailed to mbprechti@dor.org. All articles should be
typed or written or e-mailed (preferred). No over the phone no-
tices will be taken. Please follow these guidelines:

e There should be a “title”.

e To make something stand out, please use bold, do not use all
caps.

e When writing an article, make sure it has the 3 W’s: What,
Where and When, what for is always good, too.

Articles need to be in by early AM on Monday at the latest. If arti-

cles are late, they will not make it into the bulletin.

ter or ask questions. No charge..
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Ministry Schedules For December 24th & 25th, 2011

(OLL)

Per sign-up sheet

Per sign-up sheet

Per sign-up sheet

MASS

COORD. LECTORS COMMUNION MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS
3:00 PM Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet
(OLL)
5:30 PM Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet
(St. CB)
Midnight Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet Per sign-up sheet
(St. C)
Christmas
Day
10:00 AM

Per sign-up sheet













